
Special Education 
Department Chair 
Meeting 

February 2, 2021

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LXEeONm6hy8


Agenda 
● Transition

○ Elementary to Middle
○ Middle to High 

● CTS Updates
● Assessment Updates 

○ SOL and VAAP 
○ Credit accommodations 

■ Expedited Retakes
■ SPLAVC-A 

● ESY 
● Break 
● OSEI Updates 
● DPE Corner 

○ IEEs
○ Recovery Services
○ Restraint and Seclusion

● Q&A



Middle to High School Transition



Transition 
Procedures and 

Timelines 

Read through the 
document and note 

any thoughts or 
questions in the 

margin as you are 
reading

Note the changes with regards to 
virtual learning

Links:
Elementary to Middle School

Middle to High School

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_-uhKClc5l3dq_0O6LtF-DHYkorbXEDS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fGqTY7Ky7jlBVulP31ENsr14XV5FBivn/view?usp=sharing


Discussion Guide 
Click here to access the questions.

Breakout Groups: 
● Discuss the questions
● Be prepared to share any “Ah-ha!” moments.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18RujY_GoN-Se_H1dwZofbWa00ME22PeeIHG5NUv3wss/edit?usp=sharing


What did you learn that 
could help support the 
transition process at 
your school?



Transition to Middle/High School: Pre-registration 
Literacy Intervention Support Tool (PLIST)

● Facilitate transition-year communication
● Streamline within school communication about placement 

recommendations
● Simplify access to data required for intervention decisions
● Increase consistency of data used for placement decisions
● Develop consistent intervention placement practices
● Support earlier staffing decisions

*These documents are part of FERPA & FOIA





Access the Tool
FCPS Intranet>Account Sign On>EDSL>Log in with FCPS Network Credentials



Access the Tool
Catalog Search Responsive or MTSS>Add to Favorites>Select Insight or Foresight



View/Add Notes: Diagnostic Data and/or Literacy Progress
Literacy Notes Number>         



Literacy Notes Number>         

View/Add Notes: Diagnostic Data and/or Literacy Progress



Current School Course Recommendation 
Literacy Recommend >        > Course > Note to support recommendation    



Future School Course Recommendation Confirm or Change
Literacy Recommend Enroll >         > Course > Note to support confirm or change 



PLIST Quick Tip: Supporting the Process

MTSS/RI Insight Worksheet
Current Students

MTSS/RI Foresight Worksheet
Projected Future Students

● Add or edit literacy progress notes for 
students currently enrolled at a 
school.

● Add or edit preliminary literacy 
intervention course placement 
recommendations for students 
currently enrolled at your school.

● View future students’ literacy 
progress notes made by teachers at 
their current school.

● View future students’ literacy 
intervention course placement 
recommendations by their current 
school.

● Finalize (confirm or make new) literacy 
intervention course placement 
recommendations for students 
projected to enroll at a school.



PLIST: More Info
PLIST INFORMATION PAGE 
● Access & User Guide/Videos
● Middle School Team Guiding Doc.
● High School Team Guiding Doc.
● Suggested Timeline

PLIST Tour 2020-21: Contact Alice 
Lima-Whitney to schedule pyramid vertical 
articulation meetings, school team meetings 
or individual learning sessions to support the 
process.

https://sites.google.com/fcpsschools.net/seclitintervention/home/placement
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D64AcodBrWvRvO6QDDxTQq2ScTvcDlbR/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DMkIwKUxgil1tG8-caYJlAee6CQCY7b8/view
mailto:amlimawhitne@fcps.edu
mailto:amlimawhitne@fcps.edu


Career and Transition Services 
(CTS)



Career and Transition Services (CTS) Updates
➔ Community Work Experience (CWE) Update

◆ Work-Based Learning (WBL) Channel
◆ Situational Assessments

➔ Virtual Super Transition Week (formerly Super Transition Saturday)
◆ February 22-25 - several virtual sessions offered over four evenings
◆ Flyer is linked in your session guide - intended for families and staff

➔ Student Virtual Mentoring Opportunities - linked in the session guide

➔ Senior Summaries of Performance - all exiting students with IEPs

➔ Middle School Transition Support
◆ Maggie Contreras - mmcontreras@fcps.edu   571-423-4499

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14_JA3Br2LaA1I7wQ7a8_6wJZ7BTctOtCZGNo-GLxtyA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AxA66lNtScEEp1OnGX6xFsZ4H9UN_iOR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19EfwzWsfPSPOU4pev-5ksaC5XjZ7vXx9/view?usp=sharing
mailto:mmcontreras@fcps.edu


Adult Service Input to the IEP
➔ Relevant adult service providers can always be invited to the IEP 

meeting with parent permission or request
➔ The adult service rep for students with open/active services should be 

invited (case manager gets parent permission and invites the rep)
➔ The rep either attends the meeting or provides written update to the 

ETR to present to the team

➔ Intake meetings with adult services are not held as an IEP meeting
◆ DARS runs the meeting with student/caregiver
◆ ETR usually attends if the meeting is held at school or virtually
◆ After the meeting it can be documented as an addendum without a meeting . . . OR
◆ The ETR will document the meeting date, discussion, and next steps in writing 
◆ At the annual IEP, the ETR will document in the PLOP that an intake meeting was 

held and provide a status update



 
Assessment Updates: Digital Evidence for Virginia 

Alternate Assessment Program
(VAAP)



VDOE Audit Updates



SOL/VAAP Parent Refusals 
 Testing Memo 014-21



Trainings







Considerations for Digital Collections of Evidence



Google Site for VAAP



Teacher-Created Resources Google Drive



VAAP Q&A 
Session for 

Teachers 

February 1st: 9:00-10:00 am 

February 4th: 3:00-4:00 pm

February 8th: 9:00-10:00 am

February 11th: 3:00-4:00 pm 

https://us.bbcollab.com/guest/9f9ee6c2
2d03490baef8252e2d81b5a4

https://us.bbcollab.com/guest/9f9ee6c22d03490baef8252e2d81b5a4
https://us.bbcollab.com/guest/9f9ee6c22d03490baef8252e2d81b5a4


Other Important Information

VAAP COE Turn In

● April 14

Scoring Event

● Possibly Virtual



Information Pertaining to 
Earning Credit for Diploma  



Diploma Options Office Hours

Friday, February 12:  9:30-10:30

Wednesday, February 17:  11:00-12:00

Tuesday, March 3:  8:00-9:00  

https://us.bbcollab.com/guest/59c9920ea103463391c2bbbe12e82b41


EOC Expedited Retakes- Test Memo 020-21

Pre-Approved Second Attempt:  Students in the situations outlined below 
are deemed eligible for a second attempt without special permission.  
Retakes for students in these situations are automatically loaded into  
PearsonAccessnext

● Term Graduate First Attempt Below 350: For 2020-21, term 
graduate are students scheduled to graduate by August 31, 2021

● Any First Attempt Score of 350-399
○ Division Policy allows retakes at 350-399 with remediation
○ Credit Accommodations:  Students with disabilities who need to 

leverage a retake at 350-374 may have the  Expanded Retake credit 
accommodation documented in SEA-STARS



Emergency Locally Awarded Verified Credit 
(ELAVC)

Virginia Board of Education (VBOE) issued a series of flexibility opportunities for students 
to earn LAVC under emergency guidelines

● Students Impacted by Extended School Closure (Spring-Summer 2020)
○ Enrolled SOL courses during spring and summer semesters
○ Up to 1 prior* SOL course for which the student planned a SOL retest

● Students Impacted by Ongoing Pandemic Conditions* (Fall 2020-Spring 2021)
○ Enrolled History SOL courses with performance assessment 
○ Other enrolled SOL courses** 
○ Up to 2 prior* SOL courses with remediation this year**

 * Courses completed prior to spring 2020                 
** Option requires a SOL score 350-399   

Learn more about specific ELAVC Options

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vjnD4lY_xjivE43CTUcuKYa_ePbpMYPRZh9us0-clTs/edit?usp=sharing


Credit Accommodations
IEP teams should continue to discuss credit accommodations at annual IEPs and 
as needed.   Credit accommodations criteria:



Credit Accommodations



SPLAVC-A

http://fcpsnet.fcps.edu/ssse/SpecialEducation/assessment/index.shtml


SPLAVC-A Criteria



SPLAVC-A:  Clarifying Verbiage
Criteria question #1
The student passed or is currently passing the subject/course 
based on a non-modified curriculum

Clarification provided from the VDOE:
non-modified  = non-adapted.



SPLAVC-A:  Accommodation or Modification?

Curriculum Expectation 1 2

Read reduced language level text
Provided the World History text, students will 
read the chapter on ancient Greece and 
complete the graphic organizer describing the 
social and religious structure of ancient Greece.  
(Based on World History 1 standard 5.b)

Using a website which reduces the 
reading level of the textbook, the 
student will read the chapter on 
ancient Greece and complete the 
graphic organizer describing the 
social and religious structure of 
ancient Greece.

After reading a book at their independent reading 
level, the student will match the names of common 
gods and goddesses:  Zeus, Hera, Apollo, and 
Athena.  



SPLAVC-A:  Which is the modification?

Curriculum Expectation 1 2

Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers 
When given 10 problems, students will 
determine the slope of a line when given an 
equation of the line, the graph of the line, or two 
points on the line.
(Based on Algebra standard 6.a)

The student will draw a line on the 
graph when given the coordinates of 
two points of the line on 5 problems.

The student will determine the slope of a line when 
given an equation of the line, the graph of the line, 
or two points on the line on the even numbered 
problems.



SPLAVC-A:  Accommodation or Modification?

Curriculum Expectation 1 2

Use of graphic organizer
Students will write an essay to explain 
similarities and differences of techniques and 
literary forms represented in the literature of 
different cultures and eras, specifically:  haikus, 
sonnets, fables, and myths.  (Based on English 
standard 10.3.d)

Given 2 pieces of writing, the student 
will identify which one is a fable and 
which is a haiku. 

The student will use a graphic organizer to explain 
the similarities and differences of techniques and 
literary forms represented in the literature of 
different cultures and eras, specifically:  haikus, 
sonnets, fables, and myths.  



SPLAVC-A:  Accommodation or Modification?

Curriculum Expectation 1 2

Use recognition tests (true-false, multiple-choice, or matching) instead of essays
In an essay, students will describe the 
processes of photosynthesis and respiration 
including the capture, storage, transformation, 
and flow of energy. (Based on Biology standard 
2.e)

The student will answer 
multiple-choice questions to 
demonstrate their knowledge of the 
processes of photosynthesis and 
respiration including the capture, 
storage, transformation, and flow of 
energy.

When given 10 images, the student will identify if 
the given image uses photosynthesis to convert 
light to energy by selecting True or False.  



SPLAVC-A:  Accommodation or Modification?

Curriculum Expectation 1 2

Write shorter papers
Students will write a multi-paragraph essay that 
will describe the structure and powers of the 
local government.   (Based on Civics and 
Economics standard 8.a)

Given pictures, students will label the 
picture with the power of the local 
government exemplified in the picture.  

The student will write one paragraph indicating the 
structure and powers of the local government.

The student will write bullet points indicating the 
structure and powers of the local government.  



SPLAVC-A:  FAQ #14 from VDOE

Question:
I have a student that has qualified as a student with a 
disability needing special education as an 11th  grader.  
The student has a previous End of Course (EOC) test 
that he did not pass in his earlier grades (9th and 10th) 
prior to being identified as a student with a disability, but 
he did pass the course.  
Can this student be considered for the Special 
Permission for Locally Awarded Verified Credit 
Accommodation for EOC test that is below 375 when he 
was not identified as having a disability?



SPLAVC-A:  FAQ #14 from VDOE

Answer:
Yes.  There is no requirement that the student was 
identified as a student with disability when that 
assessment was administered.  If the student's IEP 
Team and school division personnel determine that the 
student meets all other criteria to be considered for a 
Special Permission Credit Accommodation for Locally 
Awarded Verified Credit then the school division may 
submit the request for VDOE to review.  



SPLAVC-A:  FAQ from FCPS

Question:
Should we wait until senior year to consider SPLAVC-A 
for a student?



There is no hard and fast rule; Answer may 
vary by student and by subject.  

True scenario from May 2019:  
Student was in 9 grade; took and failed the Biology, 
Algebra, and World History SOL.
Parent wanted the team to consider and provide 
SPLAVC-A for all three SOLs.
Team decided:  

SPLAVC-A:  FAQ from FCPS



IS-690 was updated last year.  
1.What evidence was considered in determining that the student demonstrated 
sufficient knowledge of the standards of learning? (course marks, work samples, 
teacher narrative, etc.). Please attach any available applicable work samples (e.g., 
classroom activities, assignments, projects, quizzes, tests, performance-based 
assessments, etc.) and/or indicate if the course marks were reviewed from SIS.

2.What specially designed instruction and/or strategies were used in the course to 
address the needs of the individual student which allowed the student to 
demonstrate sufficient knowledge of the standards of learning?

SPLAVC-A



Steps for School Teams

Updated Spreadsheet available 
online:  Eligibility Criteria Request 
Form for Special Permission Credit 
Accommodation for Locally Awarded 
Verified Credit (excel)

SPLAVC-A:  Steps for Submitting

http://fcpsnet.fcps.edu/ssse/SpecialEducation/assessment/documents/SPLAVC-A.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/credit_accommodations/spcalavc-form.xlsx
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/credit_accommodations/spcalavc-form.xlsx
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/credit_accommodations/spcalavc-form.xlsx
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/credit_accommodations/spcalavc-form.xlsx


Extended 
School Year 

Service (ESY)



As you come back from break, consider this... 
In a typical year, yesterday might have been enough winter weather for a snow day.  
Use the chat window to share an Emoji which completes this equation:

Snow day = 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfcH7nhvyQc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfcH7nhvyQc


OSEI Updates
(Office of Special Education Instruction)



March 8 Staff Development Day
A variety of offerings will be available for staff including:

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

                      Offerings will be posted on the Special Education Hub 

https://sites.google.com/fcpsschools.net/specialeducationsuggestedinstr/professional-development


Always Available Trainings
The Special Education Hub has links to 50+ asynchronous 

trainings on a variety of topics:  Executive Functioning, 

Collaborative Partnerships, Classroom Management, 

Developing Proactive Behavior Strategies for Virtual 

Learning,Teaching PAC, EAC, & Cat B Students Social 

Distancing Protocols & The Ability to Wear PPE, specialized 

instruction programs, and so much more.

New:  Literacy Data Digging: Informal Assessments 

(MyPDE: 007786)  



KTEA-3 Reminder

The Scoring Manual must be used to score KTEA-3 subtests.  We 
recognize the challenges with sharing the Scoring Manual, particularly 
when working outside of the school building.  The Scoring Manual, as 
well as other references, may be access in Q-global.  Once logged 
into Q-global, go to the top “ribbon” of tabs to the “Resource Library.”  
Once in the “Resource Library,” click on the “+” sign beside “KTEA-3” 
and then “KTEA-3 Restricted.” 



Virginia Special Education Instructional 
Services Newsletter 
Virginia Special Education Instructional Services provides a direct line of 
communication with Virginia’s educators, paraprofessionals, and special education 
administrators and focuses on specially designed instruction for students with 
disabilities. This publication provides a way to share new resources as well as 
make special educators aware of professional development opportunities and 
resources of interest to special educators.

All educators are encouraged to sign up to receive these Special Education 
Instructional Services emails directly from VDOE.

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTkuMzM1NjU4MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3B1YmxpYy5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvVkFET0Uvc2lnbnVwLzE2NjA5In0.vvIsKiecXW_tOrt6nzUuV_b44VwRCwGC0eLVBSshYg8/s/1035251393/br/93314192878-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTkuMzM1NjU4MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3B1YmxpYy5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvVkFET0Uvc2lnbnVwLzE2NjA5In0.vvIsKiecXW_tOrt6nzUuV_b44VwRCwGC0eLVBSshYg8/s/1035251393/br/93314192878-l


International Dyslexia Association Free 
Membership for Teachers

The International Dyslexia Association (IDA) 
introduced a brand new, free membership, specifically 
for classroom and pre-service teachers. This provides 
access to structured literacy instruction for teachers in 
every classroom. This starter membership will provide 
a year of resources at no cost.

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTkuMzM1NjU4MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2R5c2xleGlhaWRhLm9yZy9tZW1iZXJzaGlwLWFjY291bnQvbWVtYmVyc2hpcC1jaGVja291dC8_bGV2ZWw9MjQifQ.wtTds9a4pIjB_Hf2uHMsQ6aTaovX0kpBoTGXpN2bWDU/s/1167825478/br/93314196200-l


Unique Learning Systems (ULS)
ULS is a computer-based program designed specifically to give students with 
complex learning needs meaningful access to the general education curriculum. 

ULS is meant to supplement evidence-based programming in place for students 
accessing an adapted curriculum in the areas of reading, math, science, and 
social studies, with applications to life skills and current events. 

An FCPS-created training overview is now available through Adapted 
Curriculum Google Classroom (Code 274kejc). This training provides 
information on strategies and ideas for utilizing the supplemental ULS program in 
Cat B classrooms. Additionally there will be required training modules on the N2Y 
professional development site that 

Teachers should contact their adapted curriculum team member to receive a 
license. 



Connecting with Families 

Sharing Student Progress



Does your school 
have a system in 
place to connect with 
families regarding 
student progress?

1. What is your process?

2. How is is it working?

3. What are your 
challenges?

4. How do you document 
your conversations, 
next steps, follow-up?



Breakout Groups



DPE Corner
(Due Process and Eligibility)



Independent Educational Evaluations (IEE)
Superintendent’s Memo #250-20; September 21, 2020

● In conducting an initial evaluation (or reevaluation) of a child, the public agency 
must ensure that the evaluation is sufficiently comprehensive to identify all of the 
child’s special education and related services needs, whether or not commonly 
linked to the disability category in which the child has been classified. 34 C.F.R. 
§ 300.304(c)(6)

● If “a child was not assessed in a particular area, the parent has the right to request 
an IEE to assess the child in that area to determine whether the child has a 
disability and the nature and extent of the special education and related services 
that child needs.” Letter to Baus, 65 IDELR 81 (OSEP 2015)



Independent Educational Evaluations (IEE)

● Reports
○ Looking at additional reports 

without an FCPS equivalent

● Eligibility
○ Consideration of additional 

categories



Recovery Services

•

•
•
•
•



Recovery Services Reminders
•

•

•

•

•



FCPS Restraint & Seclusion (R&S) Policy
●

●

●



R&S Training Information 
●

●

●



Definition of Seclusion



R&S Policy Highlights

●
●
●
●



R&S Policy Highlights

●

●

●

●



As soon as practicable, but no later than the 
day of the incident:

●

●

●

●
●



As soon as practicable, but no later than two 
(2) school days of the incident:

●

●



As soon as practicable, but no later than two 
(2) school days of the incident or upon the 
students return to school:

●

●

●



As soon as possible, but no later than two (2) 
school days of the incident, dependent on 
access to the student:

●
●

●

●



Following an incident of restraint or seclusion:
●

●



Use of Physical 
Restraint or Seclusion
 Incident 
Documentation 
(SS/SE-264)

http://fcpsnet.fcps.edu/it/offices/eis/doc_mgmnt/information/se264.pdf


Incident Documentation (SS/SE-264)



Incident Documentation (SS/SE-264)

Mandt Example

PCM Example



Incident Documentation (SS/SE-264)



Incident Documentation (SS/SE-264)



Incident Documentation (SS/SE-264)



Incident Documentation (SS/SE-264)



Incident Documentation (SS/SE-264)



Meeting Debrief

Cave
Room #6

Watering Hole
Room #1,2,3, 

4, and 5

Campfire
Stay in Main 

Room

Main group to 
talk with 

facilitators

Quiet, 
independent 

processing

 Small group 
processing with 

thought partners
Join room based 

on Region

Directions for joining a breakout room

1. Click purple button at the bottom right hand side of 
your BBCU screen.

2. Click on the participant icon which is next to the chat 
window icon 

3. Scroll to the bottom of the participant list and click the 
‘door’ icon to the right of the name of the desired 
group.  You will then be moved into the room 
automatically.  


