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Return to School - Supports for Students with
Disabilities

Our plan for distance learning supports for students with disabilities.
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Special Education Newsletter

News provided by the Department of Special Services providing
updated information, tips and ideas to support families as you
prepare for the return to school.

View the Newsletter <https://www.fcps.edu/node/40870>
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In an effort to ensure that all students with disabilities are provided with the
structures and supports necessary to successfully access instruction through full-
time online instruction, the offices of Special Education Instruction and Procedural
Support have developed a reopening plan that emphasizes the importance of:

e Explicit expectations for synchronous and asynchronous instruction
e Increased professional development for FCPS staff and parents

e Specialized instruction for students based on IEP goals

e Student access to instructional materials and learning tools

e Convening meetings for special education processes (local screening committee,
504 plans, reevaluation, eligibility, IEP, staffings, parent conferences)

Early Childhood Curriculum

Early Childhood Special Education services and supports are offered on a continuum.
Some students access services and supports as part of a resource model. Other
students are part of our class-based model or our preschool autism classroom (PAC)
model. As we look at the instructional day for our preschoolers across this
continuum, you will notice in the sample schedules below that we were intentional
around providing time each day for students to connect with their teacher and their
peers and as well as time to support social emotional learning and social skills
development. There is also dedicated time built into each model for virtual, or
synchronous small group and/or individual instruction. Asynchronous activities will
be provided to students each week for all of our preschoolers, and teachers will be
reaching out to parents to schedule individual coaching sessions.

Early Childhood Sample Schedules

Adapted Curriculum



Daily instructional schedules for students accessing an adapted curriculum are
aligned with the sample schedules that have been provided to schools for all
students. Students who are accessing an adapted curriculum should participate in
as much of the instructional day as they are able.

At the elementary level, students will begin with a morning meeting. During this
time, students will work on building community, social emotional wellness, and
preparing for the day. After morning meeting, students will participate in
instructional blocks. Students will also have access to their specials during the day.
At the secondary level, students will follow the same block schedule as all other
students within their school with adjustments to their schedule provided as needed.
All students will have access to five asynchronous learning activities per week.
These supplemental activities are meant to be available for use when students are
not participating in synchronous instruction. We recognize the importance of parent
/ teacher communication during virtual instruction outside of the direct instruction
time.

Adapted Curriculum Sample Schedules

General Curriculum

For students with disabilities who are accessing the general curriculum, it is expected
that they will remain in core instruction as much as possible throughout their
instructional day. This core instruction may occur in a variety of settings, such as a
self-contained special education class or a general education class. Special
education support may be provided during this time as required by each student.
For example, many of our twice exceptional learners may receive direct support
within the general education classroom or in a small group setting. As with all
students, students with disabilities who are accessing the general curriculum will
have access to asynchronous learning activities posted each week.

For elementary students, a specialized instruction block has been built into the day
for all students. This time may look different for students based on their needs. For
example, students with dyslexia may receive instruction utilizing a specialized





















For questions about

Personal or social emotional
concern

Other issue related to distance
learning

Help to resolve concerns,
problems, complaints, and other
student-related issues

Special education procedural
supports, due process and
eligibility, and multi-agency
services

Special education instructional
supports, behavior intervention,
related services, assistive
technology, and career and
transition services

Contact

School Psychologist or School Social Worker

Principal or assistant principal

Office of the Family and Student
Ombudsman (ombudsman@fcps.edu)

Office of Special Education Procedural Support
<https://www.fcps.edu/academics/academic-
overview/special-education-instruction/special-education-
procedural-support/contact-information>

Office of Special Education Instruction
<https://www.fcps.edu/academics/academic-
overview/special-education-instruction/special-education-
instruction-contact>

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: SPECIAL EDUCATION

Find out the roles and responsibilities for school personnel within each level
of instructional programming involved in distance learning for students with

disabilities.

View Roles and Responsibilities <https://www.fcps.edu/return-
school/supports-students-disabilities/distance-learning-plan-roles-and-

responsibilities>

RETURN TO SCHOOL FAQS: SPECIAL EDUCATION



Answers to common questions about Child Find, evaluations, reevaluations,
eligibility, IEPs, 504 Plans, and special education instruction.

View Special Education FAQs </return-school/return-school-fags-special-
education>

RETURN TO SCHOOL

We will begin the 2020-21 school year with virtual learning for all students.
The online school year will begin, as scheduled, September 8.

View FCPS Return to School Information

<https://www.fcps.edu/returntoschool>

LEARNING AT HOME: SUPPORTS FOR FAMILIES

Getting started and finding support for returning to school.

View Additional Support for Families </promo/learning-home-support-

families>




